
 

Nūleka ʻO Pualeilani
Ka Mahina ‘O ‘OkakopaKa Mahina ‘O ‘Okakopa

 

 

 

This October, we recall the life of the last heir apparent to the Hawaiian Kingdom,
Princess Kaʻiulani. Born on October 16th, 1875, we mark her 147th birthday this
year. Join us as we recount the tragically brief yet so inspiring moʻōlelo of her life…
 
Victoria Kawēkiu Kaʻiulani Lunalilo Kalaninuiahilapalapa Cleghorn was the
only child born to Princess Miriam Likelike. Kaʻiulani was born into a high-ranking
aliʻi family, her mother being the younger sister of King David Kalākaua and
Queen Liliʻuokalani. Kaʻiulani’s father was a Scottish merchant who had
established a name for himself in the Kingdom.

Ka‘iulani at 10 years old. Wearing a feather lei band. Circa 1885

Kaʻiulani was named in honor of those who came before her. Her English name
honored the British Queen Victoria, the monarch having shared warm
relationships with many members of Hawaiian royalty. Her name Kaʻiulani “the
lofty, heavenly place” was in remembrance of her aunt who had passed as a young
child. Lunalilo “highest point beyond sight” was also the name of Charles Lunalilo,
the royal predecessor to King Kalākaua. Kalaninui-ahilapalapa “the great ruler -
of the blazing flame” was one of the names of Keōua, the father of Kamehameha
Nui. Kawēkiu “the summit” is a name that uniquely belonged to Kaʻiulani, and
continues to fondly recall the Princess in mele to this day. 
 
The Princess was born on Oʻahu and raised in the heart of Waikīkī, surrounded by
the most esteemed members of Hawaiian nobility. On her shoulders, she proudly
bore the hopes and dreams of an entire nation. At this time, near the end of the
19th century, the Native Hawaiian population had been decimated by a century of
disease. Traditions, knowledge, and even language were losing way to
westernization, capitalism, and exploitation. In her, ka lāhui saw not only an heir
of the Kalākaua dynasty, but a beacon of promise for the continuation of the
Hawaiian people themselves.
 
Her childhood was spent under the shaded boughs of the banyan tree, a historic
tree which still stands today, just blocks away from Pualeilani. Where the Moana
Surfrider Hotel now stands, was once the magnificent estate of ʻĀinahau “cool
land”, or perhaps “land of the hau hibiscus tree”. This expansive nearly 10-acre
estate housed the girlhood home of the young Princess, as well as the many
wondrous delights that she so dearly cherished. 
 
Dozens of peacocks “pīkake” pecked about the well-kept gardens and bathed their
rainbow feathers in brackish waters of the ʻĀpuakehau stream. Much beloved by
the Princess were the delicately musky blossoms of the Arabian jasmine, which are
named pīkake as they resembled the crest of her favorite birds. The grand two
story Victorian home on the grounds featured a beautifully carved and columned
lanai. Despite her lofty upbringing, the Princess was no delicate flower— she was
an accomplished equestrian, excelled at heʻe nalu (surfing), and was known to
be kolohe (rascally) with her many doting governesses.

Left: The Princess with her peacocks at her Waikīkī home, ‘Āinahau (1898).

Right: Jasmine flower lei. This flower was given the name pīkake, meaning peacock, to honor Princess

Ka‘iulani and her beloved manu pīkake.

At the young age of 11, she lost her mother. By 1889, at the age of 14 she went
abroad to England to begin her formal education at the Great Harrowden Hall in
Northamptonshire. While abroad, she excelled in painting and languages, and
dreamed often of having simple meals of fish and poi. 
 
She traveled extensively throughout the British Isles as well as to continental
Europe. She made a trek to the Scottish highlands, visiting her ancestral lands
along the coast. There, she met by chance a fellow Polynesian royal, the Tahitian
Princess Titaua of the island of Haapiti. Princess Titaua gifted her a kumete, the
Tahitian word for an ʻumeke, or wooden carved serving bowl.

Princess Ka‘iulani. 1893. Possibly taken in Washington, D.C.

Upon news of the overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom by American-backed
businessmen and the imprisonment of her aunt, Queen Liliʻuokalani, she
returned home at the age of 17 in 1893. At the harbors of New York, the young heir
roused the minds of the American public to her cause to restore Hawaiian
Sovereignty. Many were surprised by her eloquence and conviction. Due to racist
and sexist journalism at the time, many could not fathom a woman, no less a
teenage girl, being able to stand her ground in a public forum. Not with weapons,
but with wit and words. She pleaded to the public to recognize the atrocity of what
was happening in front of their very eyes, reminding them that, America had only
cast off the yoke of British colonialism less than a century prior. 
 
With success, she garnered the attention of newly-sworn President Grover
Cleveland. A federal investigation was initiated, the Blount Report, which
concluded that the military occupation of the Kingdom was illegal. Despite this
damning evidence, she was unable to sway the President, as the annexationists
had cemented their stance back home, and the soon-to-be President McKinley
cared only for American interests. The annexationists incorporated Hawaiʻi as an
American territory in 1898. The American government would provide a formal
apology on the centennial of the overthrow, delivered by President Bill Clinton in
1993, acknowledging the United States' involvement in the illegal overthrow. Still,
no action has been taken to restore Hawaiian Sovereignty today.

Left: 1897 Petition Against Annexation of Hawai‘i by the United States. Over 21,000 signatures

representing a majority of the adult Hawaiian population. Total population of all Hawaiians (adults and

children) were about 38,000 at the time.

Right: President Bill Clinton, 1993 formal apology to Hawai‘i.

The Princess continued to advocate for the sovereignty of her nation until her
passing in 1899. In face of the doubts and injustices, she did not waver in her
resolve. To this day, mea aloha ʻāina do not recognize the illegal overthrow and
annexation of the Hawaiian Kingdom, nor the continued illegal occupation and
abuse of Hawaiian lands by The United States of America. We honor the late
Princess for committing herself to her people and to her lāhui, in the face of
innumerable obstacles. 
 
ʻO ke aloha nō iā…Ka'iulani.

 

 

Did you know? 
In 1898, Ka‘iulani was betrothed to her cousin David Kawānanakoa. Prince David, Koa as he was

affectionately known, was the brother of Prince Kalaniana‘ole, and nephew of Queen Kapi‘olani.

The Queen gave Ka‘iulani this beautiful necklace, which she herself had received from King

Kalākaua as a wedding anniversary gift. Unfortunately, the wedding would never come to be.

 

 

 

Princess Kaʻiulani, at her Waikīkī home, ʻĀinahau. Circa 1898.

He Inoa No Kaʻiulani
A mele inoa composed by Lili‘uokalani which acknowledges Ka‘iulani‘s ancestors from Kaua‘i. 1877.

credit: “He Mele Aloha"

 

Last Month:

A message from Kuʻuipo Kumukahi
Hyatt Regency Waikīkī, Director of Hawaiian Culture and Community Relations

 

 

 

Mālama Kuʻu Home
 
Aloha mai kakou,

 
My manaʻo on Mālama Kuʻu Home comes from many angles. First, what does it mean? It
means to care for my home. The word kuʻu is a possessive pronoun that has a huge
emphasis on positive action of what belongs to me. In the case of kānaka ʻōiwi - native
HAWAIIAN people - kuʻu is not an attitude of ownership, but rather a strong sense of
responsibility for a positive outcome that will affect the land and community. This is a foreign
concept to most profit-driven organizations.
 
Mālama means to care for, take care of so that the outcome generates peace, food, and
community health, translanting to healing on four levels (mental, spiritual, physical and
emotional).
 
Mālama Kuʻu Home - take care of my (of belonging to kānaka ʻōiwi) home.
Take care of my home is a kāhea (call out) to all who touch Hawaiʻi. Education is critical as
we work towards regenerative tourism. Rather than simply ‘giving the visitor what they want,’
we must provide culturally appropriate, historically accurate, and socially responsible
experiences to our guests.
 
Join us as we i mua (move ahead) and mālama kuʻu home through education and
awareness, mindfulness and respect, aloha and pono.
 

- For more information on Mālama Kuʻu Home -

 
Kuʻuipo Kumukahi spoke with Kamaka Pili about why it’s important to provide

authentic cultural programs and experiences for visitors.
 

Cl i ck  to  wa tch  the  v ideo  segment  on  KHON2.com

 

 

Featured Community Events & Publications

KAPAEMAHU - at Bishop Museum

Ka Wai Ola

 

 

Hoʻokela works in partnership with Hawaiian Music Perpetuation Society (HMPS) and other

community groups in reigniting the Hawaiian cultural presence here in Waikīkī.

 

HMPS is dedicated to the preservation, promotion, and perpetuation of mele Hawai‘i.

 

He mau nīnau? Have questions? Contact Hoʻokela below:
kuuipo.kumukahi@hyatt.com

(808) 237-6423

2424 Kalākaua Ave
Honolulu, HI 96815, US
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FEATURED ARTICLE THIS MAHINA (MONTH)

Mahina Hānau o 
Ke Aliʻi Kaʻiulani

 
The Last Princess

of Hawaiʻi
KĀKAU ʻ IA  NA

Kamaluhia Cheong

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALOHA LĀ HĀNAU IĀ KAʻIULANI!

BIRTHDAY WISHES TO KAʻIULANI!

A  L o o k  I n t o  t he  Pa s t :

Queen
Kapiʻolani
 

Each month, we will

take a moment to look

back on our beloved

Queen Kapiʻolani,
whose land, named

Pualeilani, is where the

Hyatt Regency Waikīkī

stands today.

Ka ʻŌlelo Noʻeau o Ka Mahina
Wise-Saying of the Month

“Haiamū ka
manu i ka
pua o ka
māmane.”
“The birds gather
about the māmane
blossom.”
 
Said of one who
has a mesmerizing
effect on those
around them.
-Pukuʻi, #408

Ka Mele o Ka Mahina
Song of the Month

Lamalama i luna ka ʻōnohi lā

Kāhiko ua koko ʻula

Ka hōʻailona kapu o ke kama lā

He ēwe mai nā kūpuna

 

Ahāhā, ua nani ka wahine lā

Ahāhā, ka nohona i ka laʻi
Ahāhā, ua hele a nohea lā

Pua haʻaheo o ke aupuni

 

Kiʻina ka wehi o ke kama lā

I ka mokupuni o Mano

Ka hala o Naue i ke kai lā

Lauaʻe ʻaʻala o Makana

 

Kāohi ʻia iho ka manaʻo lā

A hoʻi mai ʻo Lilinoe

Ka wahine noho i ke anu lā

I ka piko o Maunakea

The display of a rainbow illuminates above

An adornment with the blood red rain

This is the sacred sign of the princess

The lineage passed down from the ancestors

 

Well, now, the lady is so pretty

Here now, dwelling in tranquility

My, how she has become so beautiful

A flower that her nation embraces with pride

 

Fetch the adornment for the princess

On the island of Mano

The hala of Naue in the sea

And the fragrant lauaʻe of Makana

 

Any further thoughts should be repressed 

Until Lilinoe returns

The woman who dwells in the chilly cold

At the summit of Maunakea

In Memoriam of
Elizabeth Regina, II

We honor the late monarch Queen

Elizabeth II at the age of 96. Her

passing came as a great loss to many

people across her nation and the

world. Here at Hoʻokela, Kuʻuipo

Kumukahi gave a beautiful tribute of

mele at the Queen’s Platinum

Jubilee earlier this year. Many had

accepted this to be the Queen’s final

jubilee celebration given her age.

We thank and recognize the ʻIolani

Palace Jubilee Coordination

Committee for their efforts to

maintain proper protocol and strong

ties between our two nations.

 

H a w a i i a n  M i s s i o n  H o u s e s

H i s t o r i c  S i t e  a n d  A r c h i v e s

“Huakaʻi's Journey
to Old Waikīkī”
Excerpt from Hawaiian Mission

Houses: “The event at the Royal

Hawaiian was filled with friends

catching up, beautiful lei and

decorations everywhere, and

the history of Waikiki told

through images and

performance, including by

Hawai‘i’s Sweetheart Ku‘uipo

Kumukahi. Ku‘uipo’s wonderful

singing then led to spirited

bidding in the live auction for a

private performance by her.”

 

We extend a warm mahalo to

Hawaiian Mission Houses for

celebrating Waikīkī.
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